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ABSTRACT 



This report presents enrollment data for four-year and 
two-year postsecondary institutions that were eligible for Title IV federal 
financial aid in 1996. Data were obtained from the 1996 fall enrollment 
survey. Survey findings are presented in five major sections: (1) 

characteristics of enrolled students; (2) types of institutions attended; (3) 
attendance status; (4) changes in enrollment, 1992-96; and (5) enrollment by 
state. Section 1 includes data for all postsecondary institutions, while 
Sections 2 through 5 focus on degree-granting institutions. A highlights 
section identifies key findings such as the following: in 1996, 14.8 million 
students were enrolled in the nation’s 6,404 Title IV-eligible postsecondary 
institutions; black students comprised 11 percent of undergraduates at 
degree-granting institutions, but only 7.2 percent of graduate students; 
among all students, 77.4 percent attended public degree-granting 
institutions; overall, 59.2 percent of undergraduate students and 42.3 
percent of graduate students attended school full-time; and between 1995 and 
1996 there was a decline in enrollment at public four-year institutions and 
an increase in enrollment at public two-year institutions. Detailed 
statistical tables for degree-granting institutions are presented in the 
first four appendices. The fifth appendix provides technical notes on study 
methodology. (DB) 
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Highlights 



Enrollment in All Postsecondary Institutions 

This report focuses on degree-granting postsecondary institutions that were eligible for 
Title IV federal financial aid in 1996, rather than on postsecondary institutions that were 
accredited at the college level by an agency recognized by the Secretary, U.S. 
Department of Education (ED). Among postsecondary institutions, almost 9 percent 
more were degree-granting eligible institutions in 1996 than were accredited higher 
education institutions in 1995. This difference in the number of institutions translates 
into a difference in total enrollment of about 0.5 percent in 1996. For more information 
on the change in universe definition, please see the introduction to the report and the 
Methodology section. 

■ In the fall of 1996, 14.8 million students were enrolled in the nation’s 6,404 
postsecondary institutions that were eligible for Title IV financial aid. Of these, 97 
percent were enrolled in degree-granting institutions, that is, institutions that award at 
least an associate’s degree (table 1-1). 

■ Of the U.S. citizens and resident aliens who were enrolled in any eligible 
postsecondary institution, 73.5 percent were white, non-Hispanic; 1 1.1 percent were 
black, non-Hispanic; 8.6 percent were Hispanic; 5.9 percent were Asian or Pacific 
Islander; and 1 .0 percent were American Indian or Alaskan Native (table 1-2). 

■ Minority students represented a higher proportion of students in non-degree-granting 
postsecondary institutions than in degree-granting institutions (table 1-2). 



Enrollment in Degree-Granting Postsecondary Institutions 

■ Black students composed 1 1 .0 percent of undergraduates but only 7.2 percent of first- 
professional and 7.2 percent of graduate students. Hispanics composed 8.8 percent of 
undergraduates but only 4.7 percent of first-professional and 4.2 percent of graduate 
students (table 1-3). Asians, on the other hand, accounted for 10.5 percent of first- 
professional students, although they composed only 5.8 percent of all students. 

■ Women composed the majority of all students in degree-granting institutions (55.8 
percent) in 1996 as well as the majority of undergraduate (56.0 percent) and graduate 
(56.4 percent) students (table 1-4). However, women made up only 42.1 percent of 
first-professional students. 



Types of Institutions 

■ Among all students, 77.4 percent attended public degree-granting institutions in 1996 
(table 2-1). Of undergraduates, 80.6 percent attended public institutions, as did 61.3 
percent of graduate students. However, only 39.1 percent of first-professional 
students attended public institutions. 
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■ The majority of students (61 .3 percent) attended 4-year institutions, as did more than 
half of all undergraduates (54.9 percent) (figure 2-1). However, among 
undergraduates attending public institutions, more than half (53.5 percent) attended 
2-year institutions. Among students attending private institutions, 92.3 percent 
attended 4-year institutions, as did 89.6 percent of undergraduates. 

■ Private institutions were less likely to enroll minority students and more likely to 
enroll nonresident aliens than were public institutions when both undergraduate and 
postbaccalaureate students are considered (table 2-2). 

■ Hispanic, Asian, and American Indian undergraduates were more likely to attend 
public institutions (ranging from 83.7 percent for Asians to 88.0 percent for 
American Indians) than were white and black undergraduates (79.9 percent and 80.2 
percent, respectively) (table 2-3). In addition, while the majority of white, black, 
and Asian undergraduates attended 4-year institutions (ranging from 53.2 percent for 
blacks to 56.9 percent for whites), only 39.1 percent of Hispanic and 44.5 percent of 
American Indian undergraduates attended 4-year institutions. 



Attendance Status 

■ Overall, 59.2 percent of undergraduate students, 89.6 percent of first-professional 
students, and 42.3 percent of graduate students attended school full time (table 3-1). 

■ Over three-fourths of undergraduates in private institutions and in 4-year institutions 
attended school full time (table 3-1). This compares with 54.6 percent of 
undergraduates in public institutions and 37.3 percent of students in 2-year 
institutions who attended full time. Of all types of institutions, public 2-year 
institutions served the smallest percentage of full-time students — 35.2 percent. 

■ Among undergraduates, Asian/Pacific Islanders were most likely to attend full time 
(61.1 percent) (table 3-2). Barely half (50.5 percent) of Hispanic undergraduates 
attended full time. Men were more likely to attend school full time than women. 



Changes in Enrollment 

■ In degree-granting, Title IV-eligible institutions, enrollment increased between 1995 
and 1996 by 0.6 percent (table 4-1 b). This was the first increase in enrollment since 
1992. This increase in enrollment between 1995 and 1996 was observed in every 
institutional sector except for public 4-year institutions and private, nonprofit 2-year 
institutions. 

■ There was a decline in public 4-year institutions’ enrollment between 1995 and 1996. 
However, there was an increase in public 2-year institutions’ enrollment resulting in 
an overall increase of 0.3 percent in public institutions (table 4- lb). 

■ Among degree-granting private institutions, private, for-profit 4-year institutions 
experienced a 46.9 percent increase in enrollment from 1992 to 1996, while private, 
nonprofit 4-year institutions’ enrollments rose 3.7 percent (table 4-lb). On the other 
hand, private, nonprofit 2-year institutions have seen declining enrollments every 
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year since 1994, for a total decline of 5.6 percent among degree-granting private, 
nonprofit 2-year institutions. 

■ First-professional enrollment increased by 0.7 percent between 1995 and 1996 in 
degree-granting institutions (table 4-3b). Graduate student enrollment also increased 
between 1995 and 1996 by 0.7 percent in degree-granting institutions. Over the 
period 1992 to 1996, first- professional enrollments increased by 8.4 percent in 
degree-granting institutions while graduate enrollments increased 3.9 percent. 

■ Even though total undergraduate enrollment and enrollment of minority 
undergraduates increased between 1995 and 1996, the enrollment of white 
undergraduates continued to decline (tables 4-4a and 4-4b). Minority enrollments 
increased in almost every institutional sector between 1995 and 1996, and also 
between 1992 and 1996. 

■ The increase in enrollment between 1995 and 1996 occurred only among full-time 
students (table 4-5b). The number of part-time students decreased by 0.6 percent in 
degree-granting institutions, with a declining number of part-time students in public 
and private nonprofit 4-year institutions and private nonprofit 2-year institutions. 



Enrollment by State 

■ Over 77 percent of all students enrolled in degree-granting institutions were enrolled 
in public degree-granting institutions, with 40.4 percent enrolled in 4-year institutions 
and 37.0 percent enrolled in 2-year institutions (table 5-1). By state, the percentage 
of undergraduates in public institutions ranged from a high of 97.8 percent in Nevada 
to a low of 1 7.4 percent in the District of Columbia, with 18 states and the District of 
Columbia below the national average (table 5-2). 
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Fall Enrollment in 
Postsecondary Institutions, 1996 



Introduction 



This report presents detailed tabulations for fall 1996, and historical comparisons with 
previous years’ of student enrollment in postsecondary education institutions in the 
United States. The report focuses primarily on higher education institutions defined in 
this report as degree-granting institutions that are eligible for Title IV federal financial 
aid. Summary data are also presented for non-degree-granting eligible institutions. 1 The 
data are from the Fall Enrollment survey, a component of the Integrated Postsecondary 
Education Data System (IPEDS) of the U.S. Department of Education’s National Center 
for Education Statistics (NCES). 

This report is a significant departure from previous reports on enrollment in 
postsecondary education published by NCES. Previous reports were concerned primarily 
with enrollment in postsecondary institutions that were accredited at the college level by 
an agency recognized by the Secretary, U.S. Department of Education (ED). This 
change from reporting on higher education institutions as defined by accreditation status 
to reporting on higher education institutions as defined by degree-granting status and 
Title IV eligibility is necessary because ED no longer distinguishes among institutions 
based upon accreditation status. Thus, it is no longer possible for NCES to obtain 
updated lists of “higher education” institutions as defined in previous reports. In lieu of 
this designation, NCES has subsetted the postsecondary institutional universe on the basis 
of whether or not institutions grant a degree, information that is available directly from 
IPEDS data. In addition, because eligibility for Title IV federal financial aid has 
reporting implications and is of particular policy interest, the postsecondary institution 
universe is further subdivided into those schools that are eligible for Title IV federal 
financial aid and those that are not, based on lists of eligible institutions maintained by 
ED’s Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE). 

NCES has published annual data on fall enrollment in higher education since 1966. The 
changes in the reporting universe noted above could represent a significant discontinuity 
in college and university enrollment trends. To examine the effect of changes in the 
reporting universe on enrollment trends, table A indicates the number of schools and their 
enrollments that were classified as institutions of higher education (IHE) in 1995, the last 
year accreditation was used as the criterion, and the number that were degree-granting, 
eligible 2 postsecondary institutions in 1995. In 1995 there were 5 percent more degree- 
granting, eligible higher education institutions than accredited higher education 
institutions. While this difference in the number of schools may seem large, it represents 
only a small difference in total enrollment. For example, in 1995 NCES reported a total 
fall enrollment in higher education of 14,261,781 based on institutions’ accreditation 



1 In the remainder of the report institutions that are eligible for Title IV federal financial aid will be designated simply as 
“eligible.” 

2 Eligibility in 1995 is based on 1996 eligibility; degree-granting status is as of fall 1995. 
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status. If NCES had reported fall enrollment in higher education based on degree- 
granting, eligible institutions, the reported enrollment would have been 14,279,299 or a 
difference of about 0.1 percent. Public institutions’ enrollment would have been affected 
to an even lesser extent (0.06 percent) by the change in reporting universe, while 
enrollment in private institutions would have been about 0.8 percent higher. As table A 
indicates, most of the differences observed in the private institutional sector are due to the 
relatively large increase in enrollments in private, for-profit institutions (13 percent). 



Table A. — Differences in enrollment in postsecondary institutions accredited at a 



college level by an agency recognized by the Secretary, ED, and 
enrollment in degree-granting, Title IV-eligible postsecondary 
institutions, fall 1995 and 1996 



Level and control 
of institutions 


Postsecondary institutions 


Enrollment 


Accredited 

institutions 


Eligible 

degree- 

granting 

institutions 


Percent 

difference 


In 

accredited 

institutions 


In eligible 
degree- 
granting 
institutions 


Percent 

difference 


1995 














All institutions 


3,676 


3,862 


5.06 


14,261,781 


14,279,299 


0.12 


Public 


1,649 


1,651 


0.12 


11,092,374 


11,085,746 


-0.06 


Private 


2,027 


2,211 


9.08 


3,169,407 


3,193,553 


0.76 


Nonprofit 


1,697 


1,661 


-2.12 


2,929,044 


2,922,033 


-0.24 


For-profit 


330 


550 


66.67 


240,363 


271,520 


12.96 


4-year 


2,226 


2,210 


-0.72 


8,769,252 


8,764,924 


-0.05 


Public 


607 


610 


. 0.49 


5,814,545 


5,813,690 


-0.01 


Private 


1,619 


1,600 


-1.17 


2,954,707 


2,951,234 


-0.12 


Nonprofit 


1,511 


1,482 


-1.92 


2,853,890 


2,845,135 


-0.31 


For-profit 


108 


118 


9.26 


100,817 


106,099 


5.24 


2-year 


1,450 


1,652 


13.93 


5,492,529 


5,514,375 


0.40 


Public 


1,042 


1,041 


-0.10 


5,277,829 


5,272,056 


-0.11 


Private 


406 


611 


49.75 


214,700 


242,319 


12.86 


Nonprofit 


186 


179 


-3.76 


75,154 


76,898 


2.32 


For-profit 


222 


432 


94.59 


139,546 


165,421 


18.54 


1996 














All institutions 


3,647 


3,956 


8.47 


14,300,255 


14,367,520 


0.47 


Public 


1,644 


1,693 


2.98 


11,090,171 


11,120,499 


0.27 


Private 


2,003 


2,263 


12.98 


3,210,084 


3,247,021 


1.15 


Nonprofit 


1,684 


1,679 


-0.30 


2,940,557 


2,942,556 


0.07 


For-profit 


319 


584 


83.07 


269,527 


304,465 


12.96 


4-year 


2,243 


2,249 


0.27 


8,802,835 


8,804,193 


0.02 


Public 


609 


613 


0.66 


5,806,904 


5,806,036 


-0.01 


Private 


1,634 


1,636 


0.12 


2,995,931 


2,998,157 


0.07 


Nonprofit 


1,513 


1,498 


. -0.99 


2,871,693 


2,867,181 


-0.16 


For-profit 


121 


138 . 


14.05 


124,238 


130,976 


5.42 


2-year 


1,404 


1,707 . 


21.58 


5,497,420 


5,563,327 


1.20 


Public 


1,035 


1,080 


4.35 


5,283,267 


5,314,463 


0.59 


Private 


369 


627 


69.92 


214,153 


248,864 


16.21 


Nonprofit 


171 


181 


5.85 


68,864 


75,275 


9.31 


For-profit 


198 


446 


125.25 


145,289 


173,489 


19.41 



SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education 
Data System (IPEDS), “Fall Enrollment” survey, 1995 and 1996. 
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